A comparative study of clinico-radiological spectrum of tuberculosis among HIV seropositive and HIV seronegative patients.
A study to determine the prevalence of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection among tuberculosis patients and to compare the clinico-radiological spectrum of tuberculosis among HIV seropositive and seronegative patients was carried out in the Department of TB and Chest Diseases, CSM Medical University, Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh), India. A total of 1105 radiologically and/or bacteriologically confirmed patients of tuberculosis were screened for HIV infection during the years 1995 to 1997 and from 2000-2001. Out of a total 1105 patients screened, 31(2.8%) were found to be HIV seropositive. Tuberculin positivity was less among HIV seropositive patients as compared to HIV seronegative patients (22.6% vs 76.4%; p < 0.001). There was no statistically significant difference in sputum smear positivity for acid-fast bacilli (AFB) among HIV seropositive and seronegative patients. Among HIV seropositive patients, mid and lower zone involvement, exudative lesions and mediastinal lymphadenopathy was more common as compared to the seronegative patients. HIV seropositivity rates among tuberculosis patients was 2.8 percent. The presentation of tuberculosis was more often atypical among these patients.